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THE MISSIONARY FUTURE IN THE BOOK OF ISAIAH. 



By T. J. R A M S D E L L, 
South Paris, Me. 



It is well known to Bible readers that the prophetic books of 
the Old Testament abound in denunciations of judgment against 
the various heathen nations. Not every one, however, realizes 
how prominent a place is given in these same books to the sal- 
vation of the heathen. There is no part of the Old Testament 
that will more richly repay study, with this thought in mind, 
than the Book of Isaiah. An attempt will be made in this paper 
to set forth some of the more prominent teachings there con- 
tained concerning the spiritual condition of the Gentiles and their 
salvation. As to their moral state, the Book of Isaiah every- 
where takes it for granted that the heathen are guilty in God's 
sight. The sin of idolatry is denounced in the strongest terms. 
One of the most striking passages pertaining to idolatry to be 
found in the whole book is that contained in chap. 44 : 8-20 : 
" Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no Rock; I know not 
any. They that fashion a graven image are all of them vanity, 
and their delectable things shall not profit .... He planteth 
a fir tree and the rain doth nourish it. Then shall it be for a 
man to burn ; and he taketh thereof and warmeth himself ; yea, 
he kindleth it and baketh bread ; yea, he maketh a god and 
worshipeth it ; he maketh it a graven image and falleth down 
thereto. He burneth part thereof in the fire ; with part thereof 
he eateth flesh ; he roasteth roast and is satisfied ; yea, he warm- 
eth himself, and saith, Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire ; and 
the residue thereof he maketh a god, even his graven image ; he 
falleth down unto it and worshipeth, and prayeth unto it, and 
saith, Deliver me, for thou art my god. They know not, neither 
do they consider ; for he hath shut their eyes that they cannot 
see, and their hearts that thev cannot understand. And none 
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calleth to mind, neither is there knowledge nor understanding to 
say, I have burned part of it in the fire ; yea, also, I have baked 
bread upon the coals thereof ; I have roasted flesh and eaten it ; 
and shall I make the residue thereof an abomination? Shall I 
fall down to the stock of a tree? He feedeth on ashes ; a 
deceived heart hath turned him aside that he cannot deliver his 
soul, nor say, Is there not a lie in my right hand?" Here it is 
the supreme folly of idolatry that is held up to contempt. The 
bare thought that a man is to bow down in reverence before a 
part of the same piece of wood that serves as fuel to cook his 
food needs only to be mentioned to show its absurdity. In all 
Scripture there is no more forcible and telling delineation of the 
supreme folly of idolatry than here. So far is idol worship from 
satisfying the needs of the soul that it is termed a feeding upon 
ashes. The Gentiles are also spoken of as blind and in prison 
(42 : 7). The fruitlessness of heathen prayer is emphasized. The 
prophet sees in vision Moab going to his sanctuary to pray, but 
being ignorant of the living God it avails him nothing (16 : 12). 
Egypt has a similar experience : "And the spirit of Egypt shall 
be made void in the midst of it, and I will destroy the counsel 
thereof ; and they shall seek unto the idols and to the charmers 
and to them that have familiar spirits, and to the wizards " (19 : 3). 
But there is guilt as well as folly and emptiness in the worship 
of idols. The day of the Lord, a day of universal judgment, is 
coming in which the earth will be shaken and its inhabitants in 
terror will throw their idols to the moles and the bats (2 : 20, 21) . 
In the passage declaring the judgment on Babylon special men- 
tion is made of the fate of the idols. The thirty-fourth chapter 
opens with a striking prophecy of judgment upon all nations, 
though Edom is speedily singled out from the rest as being the 
nation in whose doom the Jews would have the liveliest interest 
on account of the bitter hostility existing between the two peo- 
ples. Thus far we have seen idolatry stigmatized as folly, noth- 
ingness, guilt, and that the dark cloud of God's displeasure 
hangs over the whole heathen world. But the darkness is 
relieved by gleams of light. The impending judgments are to 
have a disciplinary effect. The prophetic announcement that 
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salvation is in store for the nations outside of Israel is reiterated 
The Gentiles, called to the same salvation as Israel, will turn 
their eyes to the light and go out from their prison house 
of spiritual darkness and death. There is a spiritual preparation 
for the divine light even in the darkest regions. A day is com- 
ing in which all nations, forsaking their idols, will make their way 
to the temple on Zion there to worship the living God (2 : 2, 3). 
The people of Ethiopia are to bring as an offering to the Lord 
not only the products of their fertile fields but themselves as well 
(18:7). A very important passage in this connection is found 
near the close of the nineteenth chapter : " In that day shall 
Israel be the third with Egypt and with Assyria, a blessing in 
the midst of the earth ; for that the Lord of hosts hath blessed 
them, saying, Blessed be Egypt my people and Assyria the 
work of my hands, and Israel my inheritance." 

Egypt and Assyria, the two powers most distrusted by the 
prophet, and against which some of his sternest denunciations 
are directed, are to be chosen and blessed of God. The Most 
High, at the same time that he speaks of Israel as his inheri- 
tance applies to Egypt the endearing term, "my people," and 
addresses Assyria as, "the work of my hands." Robertson 
Smith has well said of this passage : " Never had the faith of 
prophet soared so high or approached so near the conception of 
a universal religion set free from every trammel of national 
individuality." If it be objected that this prophecy has not been 
literally fulfilled, and that it cannot be, because Egypt and 
Assyria as nations have long ago perished from the earth, it 
may be replied that this is no impeachment of the truthfulness 
of the prophecy. Egypt and Assyria stood in the prophet's 
mind simply as representative of the Gentile world. The 
truth which he clothes in language peculiar to his day is that 
the heathen shall eventually share the same salvation as Israel, 
and shall be equally dear to the heart of God. It is time now to 
inquire through what agency or agencies this salvation comes 
from Jehovah to the heathen world. If at first there seems to 
be a diversity of answers, a closer examination will show that 
there is a unity even in the diversity, and that there is no con- 
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tradiction between passages that seem to give different answers 
to this question. Let us look first at a class of passages that 
represents this salvation as mediated through Israel. 

One passage already quoted (2 :2, 3), and which appears in 
Micah as well as in Isaiah, makes prominent the fact that salva- 
tion is of the Jews. It is from Zion that the law shall issue, and 
it is from Jerusalem that the Word of the Lord shall go forth for 
its triumphal march among the nations. Furthermore, it is to 
Israel's holy city of Jerusalem that the nations of the world are 
to turn their steps in pious pilgrimage, that they ma}' all be taught 
of God. Passing over other passages which teach with greater 
or less distinctness that it is through Israel that salvation is to 
come to the Gentiles, it is worth while to notice the strong 
emphasis laid upon this thought in the closing chapters of the 
book. In chap. 56:6-8 we find this strong statement : "Also 
the strangers that join themselves to the Lord to minister unto 
him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be his servants, every 
one that keepeth the Sabbath from profaning it, and holdeth fast 
by my covenant ; even them will I bring to my holy mountain 
and make them joyful in my house of prayer ; their burnt offer- 
ings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar : for 
mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all peoples. 
The Lord God which gathereth the outcasts of Israel saith : 
Yet will I gather others to him, beside his own that are 
gathered." Israel's house of prayer is to open its doors to all 
nations. Solomon, it is true, hinted as much in his dedicatory 
prayer, but here we have the fact set forth in plain and unmis- 
takable language. Proselytes from the heathen world are to 
come to Israel, and they are to stand on an equal footing with 
Israelites by birth. Their sacrifices are to be received (for the 
prophet seems to be unable to conceive of the worship of the 
future apart from sacrifice), and they are to find the blessings of 
salvation by mingling with Israel. But it is in the sublime mas- 
terpiece of prophetic inspiration contained in the sixtieth chap- 
ter that we find the greatest stress laid upon the ingathering of 
the Gentiles through Israel. The nations are wrapped in the 
gloom of night, but the glory of God shines forth from Zion, 
and to this light the Gentiles make their way. Those once reck- 
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oned among the enemies of Israel come in penitence, bearing the 
choicest gifts and seeking a blessing from Israel's God. Zion's 
captives dispersed to the farthest lands return, bringing their for- 
mer conquerors to worship with them in Jerusalem. Thus the dis- 
persion of Israel, cruel as it seemed, is overruled for good, and 
is a means of bringing the Gentile world to the knowledge of 
the living God. 

Again, in chap. 66 : 20, the Gentiles are represented as coming 
from far and near, bringing the scattered Israelites to Jerusalem, 
and reminding the prophet of the children of Israel bringing 
their Levitical offerings to the temple. So completely are these 
Gentiles incorporated among the Lord's people that he makes 
those who had formerly been wrapped in the night of heathen 
darkness members of his priesthood. To be sure, the prophet 
conceives of the future of God's kingdom on earth under the 
forms to which he had been accustomed, but the prophecy is 
none the less one of vast spiritual import, implying the complete 
breaking down of the barriers of distinction between Jew and 
Gentile. 

Before passing to another class of passages bearing upon the 
conversion of the heathen world, it is worth while to notice 
briefly a prophecy contained in chap. 11:10: "And it shall 
come to pass in that day that the root of Jesse, which standeth 
for an ensign of the peoples, unto him shall the nations seek ; 
and his resting place shall be glorious." The prophet has been 
describing the blessedness that shall be ushered in under the 
reign of the Branch that shall grow from the roots of Jesse. But 
it is a blessedness that has thus far been limited to Israel. This 
is the case even in the familiar passage preceding the verse just 
quoted : " For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea." Says Delitzsch, in his com- 
ment on the passage: " It is the land of Israel that is meant; 
this is henceforth as it were a paradisaical center of the whole 
earth, a forecast of its entire and perfect transfiguration in the 
future." But in the next verse we learn that this sprout from 
the roots of Jesse attracts the nations of the earth like an ensign 
planted upon some lofty hill. Known in all the earth, the Mes- 



MISSIONARY FUTURE IN THE BOOK OF ISAIAH 1 95 

sianic King draws to himself the multitudes of the Gentiles. His 
glory shines forth, not upon Israel alone, but upon all peoples 
who, drawn by some mighty, attractive power, gather themselves 
about his throne. 

Another class of passages represents salvation as brought to 
the Gentiles by the Servant of Jehovah, who is brought into such 
unique prominence in the latter half of the Book of Isaiah. In 
the forty-second chapter we have the Servant set forth, not only 
as the Mediator of Israel, but also as the Saviour of the Gentiles. 
" He shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles" is the assertion 
made in the opening verse of the chapter. That perfect divine 
justice which is a part of the Servant's mission to establish in 
the earth is to include within its scope the Gentile world. The 
familiar passage which follows contains a description of the 
manner in which the Servant extends his authority in the world 
outside of Israel. In the fourth verse we have a hint that this 
conquest of the world- kingdoms will not be hastily accom- 
plished. "He shall not fail nor be discouraged till he have set 
judgment in the earth ; and the isles shall wait for his law." 

Opposition may be great ; hard hearts may be slow to yield, 
but the Servant shall know neither weariness nor discouragement 
till his task shall be accomplished. Another fact that strengthens 
the assurance that his work shall succeed is that "the isles are 
waiting for his law." The prophet recognizes that there is in 
the heathen world a longing, unconscious it may be, but none 
the less real, for the establishment of the reign of righteousness. 
It is to meet this longing that the Servant of Jehovah comes 
"for a light to the Gentiles, to open the blind eyes, to bring out 
the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out 
of the prison house." Another passage of much significance in 
this connection reads as follows: "It is too light a thing that 
thou shouldest be my Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and 
to restore the preserved of Israel : I will also give thee for a 
light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the 
ends of the earth" (49:6). Thus we see that to restore Israel 
is only a part of the Servant's task ; a work of vastly greater 
scope has been appointed to him in enlightening the Gentiles 
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and in bringing salvation to the ends of the earth. But we must 
pass over other passages of the same tenor to glance briefly at 
one or two prophecies concerning the final goal of redemption 
for both Jew and Gentile. Reference has been made already to 
the striking prophecy at the beginning of the second chapter 
concerning the pilgrimage of all nations to Jerusalem and the 
reign of universal peace. Micah has the same prophecy 
expressed in the same words. It is not at all improbable that 
both Isaiah and Micah may have quoted the words from some 
older prophet. Granting that poetic imagery figures to a con- 
siderable extent in this passage, its spiritual import is plain. 
Before human history shall have run its course all peoples will 
worship the God who has his seat on Zion ; all disputes between 
the nations shall be submitted to the arbitrament of his Word, 
and wars shall forever cease. Says Orelli on this passage : -'The 
glorious final state that will see God's plan realized is described 
as a theocracy having Jerusalem (or the temple of Jehovah) for 
its center, from that point drawing all nations into its sphere, 
and thus bringing in universal peace." But perhaps the most 
significant prophecy in the book bearing on the ultimate issue of 
God's purpose of salvation is contained in chap. 25 :6-8. "And 
in this mountain shall the Lord of hosts make unto all peoples 
a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things 
full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined. And he will 
destroy in this mountain the face of the covering that is cast 
over all people, and the veil that is spread over all nations. He 
hath swallowed up death forever ; and the Lord God will wipe 
away tears from off all faces ; and the reproach of his people 
shall he take away from off all the earth ; for the Lord hath 
spoken it." "This mountain" is Zion, the peculiar dwelling 
place of Jehovah. This "feast of fat things" is prepared for all 
nations. There is no discrimination in favor of the Jew. Jew 
and Gentile alike are embraced in God's purpose as he prepares 
the feast. The veil of spiritual blindness that has so long cov- 
ered the nations is swept away that all may know the Lord, and 
death itself is annihilated. The prophet fixes his eye on the 
final goal of the divine purposes of grace, and sees all nations 
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gathered into one in the perfected kingdom of God. Well may 
the prophet in this lofty flight of inspiration lose sight of the 
distinction between Jew and Gentile, for his spiritual horizon is 
that of John on the closing pages of the Apocalypse. 

We have then in one of the chief of Israel's prophetic books 
a plain and emphatic setting forth of the truth that the Gentiles 
are called to the same salvation as Israel. It is to be a salva- 
tion mediated through Israel. The Branch from the roots of 
Jesse will draw to his glorious reign the Gentile nations. The 
Servant of Jehovah will have for the crowning glory of his mis- 
sion the enlightening of the heathen world. Interpreted in the 
light of the New Testament, there is no conflict in these views. 
"Salvation is of the Jews" was the declaration of our Lord him- 
self. The prophecies concerning the work of the Messiah of 
kingly glory and the suffering Servant of Jehovah alike find 
their realization in him whose last command was that the gospel 
should be preached to every creature. 



